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January	31,	2022	
	
	
	
Re:	Chumash	Heritage	National	Marine	Sanctuary	Comment	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern,	

Wishtoyo	Chumash	Foundation	would	like	to	express	our	full	support	for	the	Northern	
Chumash	Tribal	Council’s	proposed	Chumash	Heritage	National	Marine	Sanctuary	Scoping	
Document	in	its	entirety	as	was	submitted	to	this	Federal	Register	on	January	31,	2022.			

Wishtoyo	Chumash	Foundation	protects	and	preserves	the	culture,	history,	and	lifeways	of	
the	Chumash	and	Indigenous	Peoples,	and	the	environment	we	all	depend	upon.	Wishtoyo	
utilizes	traditional	Chumash	beliefs	and	practices	to	inspire	self-respect	and	a	greater	
awareness	of	our	relationship	with,	and	dependence	upon,	the	natural	environment;	and	to	
foster	responsibility	for	the	world’s	waters,	marine	habitat,	and	natural	resources	in	our	
current	and	future	generations.	In	alignment	with	these	beliefs,	Wishtoyo	would	like	to	give	
our	full	support	to	the	Chumash	Heritage	National	Marine	Sanctuary	and	thank	the	
Northern	Chumash	Tribal	Council	for	their	continuous	work	to	bring	this	sanctuary	to	
fruition.	

We	also	recognize	that	the	CHNMS	is	being	proposed	and	encompasses	the	unceded	
traditional	homelands	and	waters	of	the	Chumash	Peoples.	

As	the	first	tribally	nominated	National	Marine	Sanctuary,	we	have	participated	among	the	
many	Tribal	elders	and	members	of	the	local	community	in	San	Luis	Obispo	and	Santa	
Barbara	counties	who	have	advocated	for	a	national	marine	sanctuary	for	decades.		

We	agree	that	not	only	will	this	National	Marine	Sanctuary	enhance	the	Lifeforce,	or	
A’tishwin,	of	our	coastal	ocean	waters	and	shorelines	by	integrating	and	engaging	the	
traditional	knowledge	of	Indigenous	People	in	partnership	with	scientists,	environmental	
public	interest	groups	and	diverse	members	of	the	concerned	public	and	will	bring	a	needed	
change	of	perspective	to	the	larger	community	for	the	benefit,	thrive	ability	and	well	being	
of	our	endangered	planet.	
	
Ecosystem	Perspective	
The	Chumash	perspective	on	the	ecosystem	is	different	from	that	presented	elsewhere.	It	is	
only	possible	to	convey	values	of	any	culture	(especially	a	marginalized	culture)	by	first	
bringing	the	layers	of	that	culture	into	context:	it's	history,	languages	and	sociological	
norms;	its	political	systems	and	economies,	its	cosmology	and	religious	systems;	and	its	
interrelationship	with	local	ecology	and	geography.	
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Chumash	Community	Diversity	
It	is	also	important	to	note	that	the	diverse	Chumash	communities	represent	a	wide	variety	
of	perspectives	and	traditions	based	on	regional	knowledge.	There	are	over	8,800	Chumash	
people	currently	living	in	the	United	States	(US	Census	Bureau	2012).	The	broader	Chumash	
Nation	is	comprised	of	family	groups,	clans,	bands,	and	tribes	including	the	Barbareño	Band	
of	Mission	Indians,	Barbareño	Chumash	Council,	Barbareño/Ventureño	Band	of	Mission	
Indians,	Chumash	Indian	Council	of	Bakersfield,	Coastal	Band	of	the	Chumash	Nation,	
Northern	Chumash	Tribal	Council,	Salinan-Chumash	Nation,	San	Luis	Obispo	County	
Chumash	Council,	Santa	Clara	River	Turtle	Clan,	Santa	Ynez	Band	of	Chumash	Indians,	
Southern	Owl	Clan,	and	Yak	Tityu	Tityu	Yak	Tilhini	Northern	Chumash	Tribe.	There	are	also	
several	non-tribally	affiliated	Chumash-led	non-profit	organizations	including	Apanish	
Foundation,	Chumash	Maritime	Association,	and	Wishtoyo	Chumash	Foundation.	While	no	
one	person	or	tribal	group	can	claim	to	represent	the	full	scope	of	Chumash	perspectives	
and	values,	inclusion	of	a	wide	variety	of	Chumash	people	will	provide	the	most	important	
participation.	
	
Marine	Interdependence	
Since	time	out	of	memory,	our	people	were	heavily	dependent	on	a	healthy	marine	
environment;	the	marine	component	of	the	Chumash	diet	consisted	of	over	150	types	of	
marine	fishes	as	well	as	a	variety	of	shellfish	including	crabs,	lobsters,	mussels,	abalone,	
clams,	oysters,	chitons,	and	other	gastropods.	Shellfish	were	essential	to	the	Chumash	
economy	and	material	culture.	In	fact,	the	Chumash	produced	the	majority	of	shell	bead	
money	used	by	peoples	throughout	southern	California.	The	Chumash	had	an	intimate	
relationship	with	the	culture,	sea,	and	our	channel.	Many	animals,	such	as	the	swordfish,	
played	a	central	role	in	Chumash	maritime	song,	ceremony,	ritual,	and	dance.	As	first	
inhabitants	of	the	region,	we	recognized	and	celebrated	the	deep	connection	between	
coastal,	marine	and	island	areas.	It	was	and	is	a	cultural	protocol	to	offer	a	prayer	and	or	a	
song	before	harvesting	as	an	interdependent	act	of	reciprocity.	Today,	as	we	recover	a	sense	
of	place	and	community,	we	recognize	the	urgent	need	to	re-build	a	bridge	to	our	historic	
maritime	traditions	and	to	the	other	creatures	that	share	this	region	with	us.		
	
CHNMS	Designation	
The	designation	of	the	Chumash	Heritage	National	Marine	Sanctuary	will	protect	much	of	
our	Chumash	Coastal	areas	and	connect	the	pristine	coastal	waters	between	the	Channel	
Islands	National	Marine	Sanctuary	(CINMS)	and	Monterey	Bay	National	Marine	Sanctuary	
(MBNMS.)	Tribal	MPAs	can	be	a	valuable	tool,	as	the	first	Peoples	of	this	area,	to	enter	into	
Tribal	Co-Management	and	protect	important	submerged	Chumash	cultural	sites,	coastal	
marine	ecosystems	and	traditional	practices.	Our	interdependence	in	the	designated	area	is	
evidenced	through	many	Chumash	village	sites	and	tomol	routes,	which	show	the	intimate	
relationship	with	the	culture,	sea,	and	greater	Chumash	bioregion.	
	
The	Office	of	Tribal	Affairs	and	UNDRIP	
We	support	the	inclusion	of	an	Office	of	Tribal	Affairs	(OTA)	within	the	office	of	the	CHNMS	
management	office	and	the	adoption	of	the	UN	Declaration	of	Rights	of	Indigenous	Peoples.	
The	structure	and	design	of	co-management	looks	to	existing	tribal	governing	structures	
and	works,	such	as	the	Mai	Ka	Po	Mai	Native	Hawaiian	guidance	document,	Wishtoyo	
Foundation	Tribal	Marine	Protected	Areas	White	Paper,	the	Chumash	portion	of	the	
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Channel	Islands	National	Marine	Sanctuary’s	Ecosystems	Services	Assessment	(pages	185	
to	207),	and	others	for	further	reference.		
	
Tribal	Co-management	
The	Tribal	Co-management	will	recognize	the	urgent	need	to	respect	and	promote	the	
inherent	rights	of	Indigenous	Peoples	which	derive	from	their	political,	economic	and	social	
structures	and	from	their	cultures,	spiritual	traditions,	histories	and	philosophies,	especially	
their	rights	to	their	lands,	territories	and	resources.	To	understand	the	people	who	have,	
since	time	immemorial,	been	an	inherent	part	of	this	place	is	an	important	first	step	in	
having	a	reason	to	establish	a	Chumash	Heritage	National	Marine	Sanctuary.	It	highlights	
the	sustainability	and	potential	abundance	of	resources	available	to	those	who	approach	the	
land	where	they	live	with	knowledge	of	and	respect	for	their	place	in	the	life	web,	to	
acknowledge	the	success	of	generations	and	to	learn	from	it.	No	external	management	plans	
or	policies	can	end	Chumash	People’s	ongoing	culturally	and	ancestrally	mandated	
responsibilities.	And	since	they	originate	in	ancient	times	and	extend	into	the	future	
indefinitely,	there	is	no	condition	of	environmental	health	or	degradation	that	will	alleviate	
those	responsibilities.	Indeed,	what	many	contemporarily	view	as	an	idealized,	untouched,	
wild,	and	pristine	California	landscape	prior	to	European	colonization	was	in	fact	a	result	of	
thousands	of	years	of	reciprocal	relationship,	tending,	and	cultivation	by	the	Native	peoples	
of	these	areas.	For	the	Chumash	people	who	have	inherited	a	deep	and	unending	
responsibility	to	care	for	a	place	–	restoring	and	maintaining	traditional	relationships	
creates	integrated	health	both	within	and	between	the	ecological	and	human	communities.	
The	consequences	of	denied	access	to	traditional	management	are	profound.		
	
Protection	of	the	many	sacred	cultural	spots	along	the	coast	is	inherent	within	us;	these	
include	our	submerged	ancestral	villages	and	sites.	We	come	from	the	sea	and	return	to	the	
sea.	
	
Me’pšumawiš	a	tipašumawiš,	
Together	we	are	healthy	and	spiritually	at	peace,	
		
Sincerely,	
	

	
	
Mati	Waiya	
Executive	Director	
Wishtoyo	Chumash	Foundation	
Cell:	805.794.1248	
Office:	805.323.7023	
 


